Case report: pedicular cleft associated with bilateral pars interarticularis defects and transverse process hypoplasia of a fifth lumbar vertebra.
The rare anomaly of cleft pedicle co-existing with bilateral pars interarticularis defects and ipsilateral transverse process hypoplasia of a lumbar vertebra is described in a 39-year-old male presenting with chronic low backache. The importance of recognizing pedicular clefts as congenital anomalies and distinguishing them from fractures or destructive processes is emphasized, and the relationship of pedicular clefts to hypoplastic or absent pedicles is discussed.